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R 190030Z MAY 77 
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TO AMEMBASSY BERLIN 
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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS:PFOR, CVIS, GE 

SUBJECT: DIPLOMATIC VISA VALIDITY 

REF: BERLIN 5543 

1 . IN ANSWER TO MRS. SEIDEL’S QUESTION RE STATUS OF 
SERVANTS OF DIPLOMATS SERVANTS OF AMBASSADORS ARE TREATED 
NO DIFFERENTLY THAN SERVANTS OF OTHER DIPLOMATS IN THE 

US, WHO ARE GRANTED DIPLOMATIC IMMUNITY AS EMPLOYEES OF 
DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS, AND ARE PLACED ON THE "WHITE LIST” 

IN WASHINGTON. THEY ARE NOT GRANTED SALES TAX EXEMPTION. 

IN ANY CASE, A-3 AND G-5 CATEGORIES MUST BE EXCLUDED FROM 
THE PROPOSED EXTENSION. ON POINT RAISED IN SUBPARA (B), 

IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE FOR US TO AGREE TO US OFFICIALS 
RECEIVING INITIAL 3 MONTH VISA ISSUED BY GDR EMBASSY, AND 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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THEN HAVING EXTENDED VALIDITY VISA ISSUED BY MFA UPON 
ARRIVAL IN BERLIN. ON YOUR POINT IN SUBPARA (D), WE CONCUR 
YOUR PROPOSAL TO LEAVE UNEXPIRED VISA UNTOUCHED. 

2. FOR YOUR POSSIBLE USE, WE ARE REPEATING TO YOU PRAGUE 
898, WHICH CONTAINED AN ACCEPTABLE TEXT OF US NOTE. 
CHRISTOPHER 
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